Initial studies on the behavior of salivary proteins at liquid/air interfaces.
The mode of adsorption of salivary proteins at air/liquid interfaces was studied by using the drop volume technique to measure the kinetics of surface tension decay of aqueous salivary solutions. Adsorption of salivary proteins from whole saliva was fast, with a plateau value of the surface tension of 43 (+/- 2) mNm-1. As the concentration of saliva was reduced, the plateau value of surface tension increased and was achieved more slowly. The reduction in surface tension of aqueous solutions was larger for salivary proteins than for many other proteins reported.